To my dear Brother John Clayton April 12, 2025

I have followed your work for God through your “Does God Exist” ministries since the
early 1990s when you came twice to Mt. Pleasant, Texas for the North Ridge Church of
Christ; once holding a special program for youth at our civic center. I can not begin to
tell you what an enormous influence you have been in my families' life since those days.

I am not a writer nor speaker but after your article entitled “Life Is Hard, But There Is
Hope” on page 6 in the Fourth Quarter 2024 issue of Does God Exist, I felt compelled to
affirm, through a personal life experience, how true a couple of your statements in that
article really are for Christians today. (1) “The most fundamental reason for this
dilemma is that there is no purpose in living for those who reject the teachings of Christ
and the Bible.” (2) “Romans 8:28 tells us that God will take the awful things in life and
make good things come from them. Sometimes, those good things are spiritual, which is
what life is about.” :

The important thing I wanted to tell you is not about the murder of our daughter Carla
while she was a student at Harding University, but the great spiritual awakening God
brought about in the lives of the two murders following a few words of forgiveness by
my wife and I. The story is too long to write here but if you would like to hear it you
can google my talk at Harding University Chapel 4/10/2019. The rest of the story is
what is so amazing.

After 20 years my wife and I wrote a few words of forgiveness to each man, not really
expecting a response from either. We told them that there was a much greater
forgiveness available to them and if they were interested in obtaining that forgiveness I
would be willing to study the Bible with them through correspondence. Surprisingly
both men, who were in separate prisons and had not seen or spoken to each other,
responded in almost the same unbelief but said they would study with me. With the help
of other prison ministers, both were baptized into Christ and in the ten years since, both
have taught everyone who would listen; resulting in baptisms of 17 fellow inmates to
date. Both continue to write us every two weeks with words of praise and thanksgiving
for their new way of life in Christ Jesus. One, Mitchell Skinner, is a very good artist and
ask for help to set up a scholarship at Harding in Carla's name supported through sales
of his art work. That scholarship is now fully funded with over $50,000. The show of
repentance and gratitude for salvation in Jesus Christ from both men is remarkable. In
closing I want to enclose a copy of Mitchell's testimony at prison chapel about forgiving
the man that killed his brother. The killer was the father of his daughter-in-law. Itisa
powerful story about how God has truly changed Mitchell's heart and given him, as he
likes to say, “a better way of life”.

Thank you again for your many years of outstanding labor for our God and his Son Jesus

the Christ.
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Life is hard. I doubt that anyone would argue with that. Jesus knew about this and spoke of it. In Matthew 24:4-9, Jesus told
his disciples, "Watch out that no one deceives you ... you will hear of wars and rumors of wars ... nation will rise against nation ... .
There will be famines and earthquakes ... you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all
nations because of me ... .” He goes on to say that scammers will be present, and the love of many will grow cold. Non-Christians
will view those words of Jesus as a reason to reject Christianity.

Many of today's issues are rooted in the fact that life is hard. Life challenges can lead to suicide, prostitution, drug use,
alcoholism, and mental ilinesses. The most fundamental reason for this dilemma is that there is no purpose in living for those who
reject the teachings of Christ and the Bible.

Beginning in the book of Genesis, the Bible presents the theme that a war is going on between good and evil. It starts in the
Garden of Eden and is portrayed in the Book of Job. The New Testament clearly defines the conflict. Ephesians 6:12 tells us, *Our
struggle is not against flesh and blood but against ... the powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in heavenly
realms.” Ephesians 3:9-12 explains the purpose of the church in this war. Atheism dodges the issue of evil by simply denying that
it exists, but reality says otherwise.

Yes, life is hard, but for Christians, life is the worst thing you will ever have to face. Romans 8:28 tells us that God will take the
awful things in life and make good things come from them. Sometimes, those good things are spiritual, which is what life is about.
Do not defeat the purpose of your existence by denying the reality of the spiritual warfare in life.

— John N. Clayton

Picture credits:
© Dorieugene/Bigstock.com

Scripture links/references are from BibleGateway.com. Unhighlighted scriptures can be looked up at their website.
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